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The sketches this volume contains are six in number. The first, La 
Danseuse de Shamakha, is doubtless the one that most completely meets 
the reader's notion of what a short story should be with its wholly 
surprising plot, and, among other things, its excellent representation of 
what is always seen when a higher civilization meets a lower one, 
namely, craft on the side of the more civilized contending with the 
strength of the inferior race. In this tale it is the collection of vices in 
AssanofF in conflict with the heroine. Every character here is well 
drawn, and only a man of real skill could have made Gr^goire as dis- 
tinct as he is. The other sketches are slighter, but they are deserving 
of praise, not so much as stories, but for the light they throw on East- 
ern life. The Histoire de Gamher-Aly describes the successful career 
of a good-looking, cowardly young scamp ; La Giierre des Turcomans 
narrates the military career of an Eastern soldier ; Les Amants de Kan- 
dahar, again, is of a more romantic sort. The last sketch is perhaps the 
slightest of all. The merit of the book does not lie, however, in the 
plots of the tales, but in the author's wonderful success in setting before 
us an unknown country, and in confiding to us the way of looking at 
things which belong to races with which we have almost nothing in 
common except, as he says, the elementary feeling that we should eat 
when hungry, and sleep when sleepy. Almost every one of the stories 
reads as if it were told by an Eastern man, and not by an outsider. 
Only a few men can so combine knowledge and sympathy as to produce 
this result, and to a writer who is probably unrivalled in this power 
our best thanks are due for a delightful volume. 



15. — Lange^s Commentary on the Holy Scriptures: Critical, Doctrinal, 
and Homiletical. Volume VII. of the Old Testament, containing Chron- 
icles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther. New York : Scribner, Armstrong, 
&Co. 

This German commentary, in its excellent English translation, is an 
invaluable contribution to the right study and interpretation of Holy 
Scripture. It forms a Biblical thesaurus. Every volume gives evi- 
dence of the painstaking and careful study for which German scholar- 
ship is so deservedly celebrated. As these volumes have steadily issued 
from the press, this one serious fault, it has seemed to us, lies in all of 
them ; too much of the mere scaffolding of scholarship has been allowed 
to remain. What Bible-students are most anxious to get at are results, 
and not the processes, so often circuitous and involved, by which the 
results in the end have been reached. These volumes, so invaluable in 
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many regards, have been unnecessarily encumbered with the details of 
learning, covering up and keeping out of sight the results, which are of 
vastly more concern. Commentaries are often profuse where all is plain 
sailing, and most provokingly scanty and unsatisfactory where a real 
difficulty is in the way. This may not be urged as an objection against 
this Bible-work. It is not in the habit of German scholarship to slur 
over any difficulty. Though even here it would be a decided advantage 
did the German mind study a little more the condensation so essential 
in these days. 

This volume comprises Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther. It 
is well that these four books are considered together. There is a unity 
here deeper than the mere matter of being bound together in the same 
volume. In date they belong to the same general period of Jewish his- 
tory, — the depression of the post-exile period and the hope of some- 
thing better struggling into birth and being. This post-exile literature 
has mainly to do with the fresh, though faint and feeble, revival of the 
nation's life centring in the grand undertaking, allowed by Cyrus 
(Ezra i. 2 - 4), of rebuilding the Temple, and so giving an impulse and 
nucleus to the return of this " peeled" and scattered people to their own 
land. These Commentaries are an immense help to a right understand- 
ing of this national movement, — reaching wider than the nation itself; 
taking on, in fact, a world-embracing character in the Messianic hope it 
imbosomed and carried on to full accomplishment. 

All historic activity gathers itself about prominent persons. It was 
so in ancient, as it is even so in modem, times. Ezra and Nehemiah 
were leaders in the regenerated life of the nation. Old tradition as well 
as modem criticism accredit these men as the authors mainly of this 
post-exile literature. Certain it is that they were in the best position 
for the performance of such work. But withal there is clearly the pres- 
ence throughout of a retouching hand, — the hand of a later editor, 
and, in some cases, supplementer. 

Taking its annalistic character into consideration, the question may 
be asked, and it is a serious one. Why "Chronicles" at all, — why, in 
the ordinary economy of Holy Scripture, this seeming duplication of the 
sacred history ? The Eev. Dr. Zockler, the German author of the Com- 
mentary, meets the question in his " Introduction" in a full and able 
way. He defends it against the charge of being a mere repetition of 
the other historical books, maintaining for it a supplemental character. 
" The last book of the Old Testament canon forms a comprehensive his- 
tory, which recapitulates the progress of the people of God from Para- 
dise to the close of the Babylonish captivity in a peculiar point of view, 
partly extracting, partly repeating, and partly supplementing the con- 
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tents of the earlier canonical books of history, with the exception of the 
books of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther, which are later in point of con- 
tents." So far from being a repetition of Samuel and Kings, " Chroni- 
cles" furnished just such a compendious and continuous history as, 
under circumstances of great national depression, was needed, in its 
fresh vitality, to inspire encouragement and hope ; " bridging over," as 
another says, " the gulf which separated the nation after, from the na- 
tion before, the captivity." It connects the hopeful present with the 
historic past, and that in order to carry the whole history of this mar- 
vellous people forward, in a legitimate way, towards its own gracious 
end in the Divine " fulness of time." Thus it is, " Chronicles" comes to 
be something more than what many Bible-readers regard it, — a series 
of dry genealogical tables. Nothing could well be further from the 
truth. History is life. It is a movement steadily reaching onward to 
its purpose and end. This nation had a divine mission, and in its con- 
tinuous, though compendious record, " Chronicles" joined together the 
sundered threads of its own national distinctness, looking backward to 
its Divine starting and forward, through Ezra, Nehemiah, Haggai, and 
Malachi, to its Divine end, — the fulfilment in Christ of Israel's won- 
drous history and hope. 

It is the highest commendation of this volume that it proceeds upon 
this inlying burden of all Jewish history. And thus, what would have 
been nothing other than dry detail, or the mere registry of names, in 
direct connection with the Divine mission of this people, is lifted up 
into real historic significance and gracious importance. The transla- 
tors have done their work well. They have made the volume worthy 
to take its place along with its fellows. Only three volumes yet remain 
to complete the whole series. This Commentary of twenty-four vol- 
umes, crowded with critical information and Biblical learning, is an in- 
valuable acquisition to the library of every thoughtful student of God's 
Word. 



16. — An Itdroduetion to Political Economy. By Arthur Latham Per- 
ry, LL. D. New York : Scribner, Armstrong, & Co. 1877. 

Professor Perry has an established reputation as an ardent advo- 
cate of free-trade. The goddess of Professor Wilson's worship is Labor, 
that of Professor Perry's is Exchange. The axioms of the free-traders — 
that every man has a right to pursue his own interest, that if all are 
left free to do so the best result will be obtained, and that, as govern- 
ment does everything badly, it had better do as little as possible — -are 
■veil known. But nothing is more certain than that society is a mass 



